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WRTG 1010
Spring Semester 2025

Course Description
Students learn to read and write rhetorically, develop and support claims, and produce and evaluate writing in collaboration with peers. Course readings and assignments emphasize writing for diverse purposes and disciplines.

Course Outcomes and Objectives 
1. Rhetorical Reading
a. Student writing reflects knowledge of multiple academic and nonacademic genres.
b. Student writing investigates and interrogates complex, academic texts.
c. Students use summary in ways that demonstrate confidence with reading materials.
d. Student writing considers the exigency of the texts they read and write.
e. Student writing indicates the use of annotation tools and skills.

2. Research Methods
a. Student writing indicates knowledge of research and language methods used in home and community.
b. Student writing demonstrates a good application of primary or field research methods.
c. Secondary research tools such as databases are used to find sources in student writing.
d. Student writing reflects the ability to use databases to find reliable, solid sources.

3. Source Use and Synthesis
a. Student writing includes summary, paraphrase, and quotation.
b. Student writing sufficiently contextualizes quotations.
c. Source selection reflects knowledge of and interaction with a number of academic genres.
d. Sources used in the text, whether academic or nonacademic, have been evaluated and vetted.
e. Sources are suitable for the writing context and assignment.
f. Student writing uses in text citation and references appropriately.
g. Student writing indicates well-interpreted and managed data from primary and secondary sources.

4. Academic Conventions
a. Student writing is situated within an academic conversation.
b. Student writing includes clear and fluid structure and cohesion from one paragraph to the next.
c. Student writing indicates flexibility with academic genres.
d. Student writing indicates knowledge of genre as rhetorical, that is, responding to particular uses, contexts, and social groups.
e. Student writing indicates awareness of the audience and their needs.
f. Student writing shows indication of brainstorming/invention, outlining, drafting, and revising.

Course Requirements
· Narrative & Reflective Writing – 10%
· Discourse Community Rhetorical Analysis Project – 25%
· Literature Review Project – 40%
· Collaboration and Participation –215%

Grading Scale
	A: 94-96%
	A-: 90-93%
	B+: 87-89%

	B: 84-86%
	B-: 80-83%
	C+: 77-79%

	C: 74-76%
	C-: 70-73%
	D+: 67-69%

	D: 64-66%
	D-: 60-63%
	F: 59% or lower



University Policies
Updated mandatory syllabus policies regarding the ADA Act, Safety at the U, Addressing Sexual Misconduct, and Academic Misconduct can be viewed at: https://cte.utah.edu/instructor-education/syllabus/institutional-policies.php 

Preliminary Course Schedule 

	Date
	Topic
	Due Dates

	Week 1
	Course intro
Understanding the writing process
	

	Week 2
	Narrative writing
	

	Week 3
	Social annotation
Peer review practices
	Education Narrative Draft and Peer Review

	Week 4
	Understanding discourse communities
Primary research & ethnography
	

	Week 5
	Understanding rhetoric & the rhetorical situation
	

	Week 6
	Applying rhetoric to analyzing texts and discourse communities
	Discourse Community Profile

	Week 7
	Applying rhetoric to drafting and peer review
	Discourse Community Analysis Draft and Peer Review

	Week 8
	Secondary research processes
	

	Week 9
	Choosing topics and finding sources
	Discourse Community Analysis Final Draft

	Week 10
	Organizing and synthesizing concepts and sources
	Lit Review Synthesis Matrix

	Week 11
	Writing a literature review
	Literature Review “Half Draft”

	Week 12
	Revisiting the writing process
	

	Week 13
	Research and writing ethics in the age of AI
	Lit Review Draft and Peer Review

	Week 14
	Revising writing
	

	Week 15
	Reflecting on writing and learning
	Lit Review Final Draft

	Week 16/Finals
	
	Final Course Reflection
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